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Local Self-Government, the parfc played by the Police in & well-ordered State,
why taxes are paid and how they are spent, the purposes of elections and the
necessity for their purity, personal hygiene and rural sanitation, drink and its
evils, religious toleration. The teachers appointed will give set lessons in these
subjects and will also teach the three R's to all men and women below 45 or
even 50. Their work will be checked and inspected by non-official agency, By
this means all our educated and deserving young men who are now unemployed,
can be harnessed to a work of the utmost national importance with profit to
themselves and with stupendous possibilities for the country. The volunteers
in the army of the nation recruited for this great war against ignorance can also
do social work in various other fields. Of late, in this country, a reaction has
set in, in favour of several unjust and inhuman customs which the conscience
of an earlier generation of English-educated people had unreservedly condemned.
Sometimes, intellectual dishonesty finds justification for customs which its observers
have no moral courage to abrogate. Such reaction and intellectual dishonesty
have to be combated as much as ignoranee and illiteracy. For all these purposes,
our band of national volunteers will be of great use, provided that they under-
take their work not for the sake of money but in a truly religious and apostolic
spirit.

One of the main causes why English-educated men have not been able so
far to undertake the education and social uplift of the masses has been their
neglect of the vernaculars and ,of speaking and writing in their mother tongue.
This University, by devoting apecial attention to the intensive and extensive
development 'of Tamil language and literature, is intending to raise up a class
of men who, in the words of the late Reverend G. U. Pope, will 'feel in Tamil,
think in Tamil and speak in Tamil' and thereby make themselves Intelligible and
useful among the Tamil people,7

TAMIL CULTUBE

The language and culture of the Tamils date back to a remote antiquity.
Apart from its antiquity, the Tamil language contains a continuous and rich
literature; and a critical study of it besides being valuable in itself, as pure
intellectual pabulum, as much as the study of any of the classical languages
is necessary for lighting up many of the dark places in South Indian history.

This University has set up a high standard in Tamil for the Intermediate
and the B. A. lexaminations, .has started an Honours course in Tamil, has an
oriental section for giving instruction in Tamil and has also got a College for
training jPandits in Tamil. Recently, a department of Tamil Research has been
set up, and in course of time it will make important contributions to philology,
to the study of ancient Tamil works, to epigraphical knowledge, and to the study
of the origin and history of the Tamil language and alphabet, Tamil Scholars
of the highest eminence are on the teaching staff of this University and their
very presence in our midst ia a liberal education, to our students and an
inspiration for the study and development of Tamil. Profound scholars trained
on traditional lines are here collaborating with equally profound scholars who
are trained in western scientific methods of study and criticism.

This University will not only familiarise its scholars with ancient Tamil
literature, but is intending to undertake the publication of new books in Tamil
on subjects of modern science, history and philosophy. It has already broken
the ice by the publication of a book on modern Logic by Mr. Appalacha-
riar and has advertised a prize for a treatise on Chemistry.

In this country at present, the profession of letters is not as attractive as it
[ought to be, so far as the Tamil language is concerned. Widespread ignorance of
the masses is not a soil on which the plant of literary productivity can flourish.
A conscious endeavour must be made to increase the out post of useful books
written in the Tamil language and it may be expected that the teachers
attached to this University and the scholars going out of it, will ere long
enrich the Tamil literature with their contributions to the stock of useful
books in the language. There is hero 8 wide field in which the more capable
of our University graduates can find profitable employment in the future. Some pf
them can also get absorbed in the profession of Tamil journalism for
which, with increased literacy in the land, there will be increased scope.
An essential feature of Tamil literature is its sense of cosmopolitanism*
People speak of a national education, sometimes without being clear as to
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